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What  is  the  Batavia  Groundwater  Contamination 
Site? 


An  environmental  investigation  began  in  1996  after 
the  discovery  of  industrial  solvents  and  their 
breakdown  products  (volatile  organic  compounds,  or 
VOC’s)  in  several  wells  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Fox 
River  in  Batavia.  Routine  water  sampling  by  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Public  Health  (IDPH) 
identified  groundwater  contamination  in  several 
industrial  and  non-community  public  water  supply 
wells  in  Batavia.  Subsequently,  extensive 
investigation  by  the  Illinois  EPA  and  IDPH  defined 
the  area  where  groundwater  is  contaminated  with 
vinyl  chloride  and  other  VOCs. 

Despite  numerous  investigations  and  exhaustive 
sampling  of  private  wells,  the  Illinois  EPA  has  been 
unable  to  define  a particular  source  of  the 
contamination. 

Where  is  the  Batavia  Groundwater  Contamination 
Site  located? 

The  surface  area  overlying  the  contaminated 
groundwater  is  roughly  bounded  by  the  Fox  River  on 
the  west.  Laurel  Street  on  the  north,  Illinois  Route  25 
on  the  east  and  Bond  Drive  on  the  south. 

What  are  the  risks  associated  with  the  Site? 


Sampling  results  have  shown  that  there  is  no  evidence 
to  indicate  a health  risk  to  nearby  residents  with 
private  wells  or  to  surrounding  citizens  who  are 
drinking  water  supplied  from  the  municipal  public 
water  supply. 
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Noteworthy  Facts 

■ The  Batavia  municipal  water  supply  wells  are 
located  up-gradient  of  the  Site  and  are  not 
affected  by  contamination  at  the  Site.  These 
wells  are  monitored  on  a regular  basis. 

■ No  private  wells,  currently  used  for  drinking 
water,  have  been  found  to  be  contaminated  by 
the  Site. 

■ The  Montessori  Academy  was  hooked  up  to 
the  municipal  water  supply  in  February  2008. 

What  is  the  current  status  of  the  Site? 

The  Illinois  EPA  is  planning  to  abandon  all 
monitoring  wells  that  were  installed  as  part  of  the 
investigation. 


If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  site,  you  may 
access  site  information  in  a repository  located  at 
the  Batavia  Public  Library,  or  contact: 

Ann  Cross,  Project  Manager 
Illinois  EPA 

1021  North  Grand  Avenue  East  #24 
Springfield,  Illinois  62794-9276 
Phone:  (217)  524-1654 
Ann.Cross@illinois.gov 

Stan  Black,  Community  Relations 
Illinois  EPA 

1021  North  Grand  Avenue  East  #5 
Springfield,  Illinois  62794-9276 
Phone:  (217)  785-1427 
Stan.Black@illinois.gov 
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